1 / 19/71 

bear Jesus, aka(Oris it T/a?) Jonn Christian (Christian ?) 

Well, noble leader, anyway, at the very least. 

When I read a megulomaniacsl raving, like the opening anc close of your l/ll, it 
becomes difficult to credit the middle part, which suggests there might be some slight 
contact with reality. 

It is, as you say, not "compelled" of you that you provide anyone of my "ilk" 
with proof of what you say (you are better at deceiving and taking advantage of others 
anyway). And it is foolish of an "aging sage" to offer to help one who has so richly > 
earned anything else but help. You have an inalienable right to fall flat on that fat, 
loud face without anyone suggesting you might be about to stumble. ’ .. 

With much of the aging and a fair part of the sagacity, if any, coining from earlier 
futilities, the thanklessneas of trying to lead other exalted egos whose eyes were so 
.high their feet saw not where they went -futile, a3 you know so well because true genius 
needs no help,, no checking, no cautions or warnings - need not be right - and with the 
close to perfect record of said aging sage in anticipating what ranged from foolishness 
to disaster - it is, he must confess, if it be given the prettiest face, at least unwise 
for him to persist in such futilities. He is crazy to make such offers. 

Especially to trpe genius, to those who couldn't err if they so desired. 

When I considered you record, should I not be awed? 

Take for example, your stellar performance with QSWA1® in JEW ORLEANS. (Of which, I 
remind you, those 5,000 copies are my property because I was co-publisher and the other 
co has given me his share). You succeeded in keeping virtually 1005* of them, from your 
own bragging, out of the bookstores, and your own public-relations work was so perfect 
&he wholesaler was talked into putting none of his in the stores. Could anyone improve 
upon tgia record? 

Or take that Sam Banks business, which a less geneirous sould, one with a tendency 
toward paranoia, one perhaps, without my well-known tacj and diplomacy might consider 
intended as a booby-trap. Now, had it been a trap - and of course I'm not suggesting 
bo noble, true and lojial a soul as you would be capable of such a thing. But, had it 
been a trap, it could not have been more perfectly designed to ruin me, and very, very 
publicly. AND, had it been a trap, you lined it up - and I alone frustrated it, under 
corcumstances that denied the possibility of thinking it through so this could be 
frustrated. It is just fortunate that my spontaneous reactions, unthought, happened to be 
the right ones. Then there was the "business" of getting a tape, I could have gotten ±±, 
but you put me off, saying you would. What better way of guaranteeing that I wouldn't? 

As you so well know, -I didn' t. 

Were I of a more ;suspiiious mind, would I not wonder about all of this, especially 
the perfection of it, so beautifully designed to serve all interests but those I serve? 

Anyway, Jesus, it is you* face, and loud or not, fat or not, you have the unquestionable 

right to let it fall where you will,_ in, a bucket of shit, on hard ground, anywahere, _ 

‘ \ ' * ” 

Except for t'he clos’d, whichr'typicajlyj aia not better than a distortion, there could 
be some sense to that self-exalting. But the KHO think you, alone, messed up, and that 
despite my warning that you keep out of it. I could not have been more specific, you no 
more egomaniacal. Whether or not you owe me anything for it, at the time you pretended 
contrition and did promise to repay the air fare you &y this mixed ego and stupidity 
cost me, when you got your Blue Cftip tatbx So, neither flasehood nor deception is anything 
new from you. And as far as the books in SE are concerned, if you wrote Workman the J.etter 




to which you alude, you never sent me a copy* I'd still like one. And, though because they 
remain there only because of you anil your refusal to return them, having neither paid 
for them nor returned them being actionable, I did not (your typical distortion - are you 
sick, too?) as you go to there and "supervise the removal". I asked what you can and if you 
had a ahrad of decency would arrange, that they be shipped, the shipping costs having been 
guarateed in advance. 

Great Jesus, I've had a bellyfull of "friends" and assorted cheapskates and shysters. 
I've just returned from attening one, who is not so far away I couldn't. Whether or not 
I win the suit in which I represented myself for the books for which he didn't pay - and 
as we left the court his lawyer asked me to make a quick offer of settlement before 
decision is rendered, which I simply will not do — his costs are now as great as what 
he was cheating me out of, maybe a bit more. They will be greater if he wins in magistrate's 
court and I carry it higher. But there comes a time when a man must tell himself that he 
has taken ill he can and remain with any self-respect, and I am aware that it has come, 
for me. This may be of no interest to you. But then again, it just might. 

1 Especially if you verge on this enormous success at which you hint, the natural 
result of that' great geius you so uniquc^tpossess and I recall so well from how well 
it served me). Or is this too subtle? 

For the rest of it, if you have what you claim - and how I hppe it is true, how I 
do hope you do — more^psnsx to you and all success* This does not keep you from being a 
rotten bastard. And that does not make you unique or my past or, predictably, in my future. 
Nonetheless, I wish you neither harm nor failute. I've known and been bad by other bastards 
who- also to themselves were saints. Aging but erect, I look back upon them, and to do so 
have to look down. 

The greater tragedies are of those who say and believe the right things but use the 
wrong proofs, those that vaporize upon the tough examination none has gievn his own work 
or permitted from others. 

I hope you are right. I hope you do have what you claim ( it is a gootf title, as I 
infer from your references/ you intend) . I do hope you can do it in a way that can 
survive, not as you claimed you would do the same thing for me. With a movie, this can be 
very effective, and with proper handling, it need be faithful only in spirit, which, in 
a way, makes it easier. Your earlier reference to this medium, stripped of your excesses 
abou t self, ate correct. 

Even if you are not for real, which it does not require paranoia to consider, I'd 
be pleased if you can this time do what you say you are about to. 

Meanwhile, spare me the rhetoric, the evasions and deceptions, the assorted other 
irrelevancies, and, only belatedly, do what you can at little or no cost, please get 
somebody to get those books shipped. You now have in your possession all it takes to cost 
you nothing, even thought the cost properly should be yours. Unless you have unpackaged 
htem. they require no more than addressing. And that, for so soaring a geiaus as you have 
from' your own description, ia hardly an exhausting task. 

For both our sakes I hope the* books still exist. To Sincerely , 

one to whom requests still come, 5,000 copies of an 
outOof-print boo^ can b^ worth' something. 

Dear Js, PH and JS always had doubts and suspicions, perhaps HV developed them. .Were I to 
select one person who came closest to fitting the role of an ageDt in all of this, right or 
wrong, it would be Jonn. No time for explanations. Please give or show to HV. Best. 




